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IEXCIOIRSIIGIN = INIENYS~ Sinise a 


Meeting July 4 : Mrs.J.Barker - Australian Daisies 


Meeting August 1 3: 


Excursion July 6 : Mosquito #lat - Dr.F. 


Excursion August 3 3: 


IIelipterum * 


President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Editors : 


: Miss H BURGESS 312210 


Mr.ReKennedy ~ Sixteen Months in 
Antarctica 


Dereel Area = Mr.L.Fink 


Senecio ale epis 


darrap 


Brachycome 


Meelings, os specified, ore held In the Art 
Building | of the School of Mines ond Industries, 


: Mr B DOWLING 432425 Lydiord Street South, Bollorot, commencing 7:30pr 

: Mrs F WILLIAMSON 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMINCE FROV 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT ond ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

Mr G BINNS 332282 BALLARAT, AT 9.30 0m FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS 
Mr L FINK 052 861319 OR AT 1.30 pm HALF DAY. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. Gall:OUr = AUGUST 8, 9, 10. 


The dates above have been set for the gathering 
hosted by the Sunraysia Naturalists Research Trust 
at Miftdura. Accomnodation must be arranged 
personally and the meting place for functions 
will be the SARE clubroom on tiie river front, 
below the Mildura Railway Station. An outline 

of the program is as follows: 


Friday 8pm -'Slisie' evening; Saturday - dep. Yam 
for Trentham Cliffs (North of the RiverMurray) ; 
Saturday evening - Meeting and speaker; 

Sunday - liattah and Kulk. ne N.Park,. 


Further information on tourist fucilities are 
available from our Secretary, Barry, ot: from 
Sunraysia Secretary, David Robinson, Phone 050, 


230598. 


NATIONAL KOALA SURVEY 


Details of the survey are to jiand and it is 
hoped that members will be able to assist with 

he study that concludes in October. It is 
being conducteu by the Australian National 

Parks and Wildlife Service with funding assistance 
from American Pxpress. It is hoped that Ms 

Chris Porter, Coordinator for Victeria, will be 
able to come to Ballarat to instruct members in 
proper survey techniques. Please notify our 
Secretary, Barry, if you would Like to be involved 
in the project. Casual sightings may be recorded 
on survey forms, and it is anticipated that 

'Koala Counts! will be organised in specific areas. 
forms are available. 


SUPPER ROSTER - August Meeting 
Claire and the iisses Dalman (excluding Jenny), 
David Williamson, 


COMMITLER Mit TING 


The next meeting will be held at 611 Darling St. 
at 8.00pm on Monday, July 21. 


Yb. 


NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA CONSERVATION GUARANTEL, 


VICTORIA. 

The Dept. of Cunservation, Forests and Lands has 
published a discussion paper on the programme 
for this Guarantee which, when prepared, will be 
presented for legislation. In June, President 
lleLen and two committee members attended a 
discussion mecting with members or the Dept. of 
C. F. and L. and representatives of other 
interested organisations, for the purpose of 
gaining further insights on the proposals that 
had been macie available for cornment. 

Reactions to the document are required by titre 
Minister by July 11. Members who would like to 
have further details siiould.contact Helen. 


VICTORIA'S WETLANDS 

Three Departments of Goveriment - Conseivation 
Forests and Lands, Water Resources, and Planning 
and Environment are to be involved, together 
witii community groups, in the formation of a 
State Policy on wetlands. 


A Draft Wetlands Conservation Statement has been 
prepared as a working paper aid to form a basis 
for public conment. 

As Victoria has lost more than a third of its 
swamps and other wetlands in the 150 years since 
Luropean Settlement, this is a tinely attempt 

to protect these habitats. Apart from nature 
conservation, wetlands serve the community in 
many ways and have considerable economic and 
educational importance. 

Comments on this draft statement are invited 

up to August 31. 


SYLLABUS CHANGES 


Please record the following changes on your 
current syllabus card, to now read: 
EXCURSIONS September 21 - Clunecs, Mt. Beckworth 
(Full Day) 
November 9 - Bamgani forest 
(jialf Day) 
“a 


Disciform heads 


Compound head 


HEADS 


If details of 2 florets/head shown, bisexual floret = an inner one. 
a = Diagrammatic L.S. of head GI = General involucre 
GR = General receptacle IB = Involucral bracts PH = Partial head 
PI = Partial involucre R = Receptacle 


Plumose 
i bristles 


YH . Fringed 
wH/ scales 
Scales 


PAPPUS CAO ff 
Comfos'TAE _ dsEracs oF PFLoOw er (AY lobne — wee, DAStES : 


Fun : The Fauilieg ad Lenn of Victrian Plats 
Botany Sctvet : Use versely F Melbourice . 


STELLA BEDGGOOD MEMORIAL LECTURE. 
Are you a Conservationist? if not, why not? 


Some notes from the illustrated address by 
- TREVOR PESCOTT.- 


The word Conservationist has been bandied about 
in recent times and used in reference to some Groups 
with doubtful motives and views. 

The word Conservationist means, according to the 
Macquarie Dictionary, one who advocates or promotes 
Conservation especially of the natural resources 
of a Country. This, we can assume, means using 
our resources wWiselye You may ask to what use can 
you put a Helmeted Honeyeater - it is the habitat 
they live in which is initially important. 
Conservation is protecting all things, not only 
those that are currently endangered. 

Blockading and confrontation, in my opinion, is 
carried to.excessive extremes often by people 
whose values are based on limit.ed understanding. 

Where the Aboriginals the first Conservationists? 
They developed a culture using local stone for 
implements, stone traps to catch and hold fish, 
wells,and their use of fire which over the years 
transformed this country into what it is today. 

Whether this was a form of conservation or not, 
they had laws regarding certain animals, birds and 
plants. 

The use of timber should be a policy of harvesting 
and restoring. Clear felling is regarded as a 
disaster and now a mosaic pattern is applied. 

Should a particular area be used or not? This 
question can only be answered after adequate 
research into all aspects of the ecology. 

There is need to review the building standards 
we accept. For example how much would a reduction 
of 2mm all round on timbers save?. Should the 
forest residue be recycled back to the soil or 
removed as wood chips? 


Perhaps the alternative is to grow our "own" 
timber for logging. There is no doubt there are 
many acres of land now unproductive that could be 
resown to timber. Farmers could be encouraged to 
grow areas of timber as a cash crop. 


The Orange Bellied Parro+ has been studied more 
than any other bird but we dont seem to be able 
to provide the correct habitat or. persuade Govern- 
ments to do this for the birds which nest in 
Tasmania near the Button Grass Plains, high up in 
Eucalypts, in hollows. They migrate across the 
straits to Victoria and winter on thesalt marshes 
around Geelong and along the Coast into South 
Australia. 

The implications of logging is one issue that 
should be discussed by all countries in the World. 

Whaling is: gnother operation that has become 
more of an issue with Governments. Right Whales 
come into Warrnambool more frequently now. The 
Eskimos, as traditional hunters, are allowed to hunt 
Bowhead Whales buteach year they are becoming rarer,as 
modern equipment makes killing methods more 
efficient. Should Aboriginal hunters hunt only 
in the traditional way? In Australia the Aboriginals 
hunt Bustards with guns, and Dugongs with Motor 
boats and high powered rifles; a different scene 
from a frail bark canoe and a spear 

Pressure groups are part of the Conservation 
scene, a notable one being Greenpeace. The 
number of Dolphins caught in Taiwanese fishing nets 
is a typical issue of concern to the group. 

Groups like this should be used as an example 
of what Conservation might be, rather than the 
more extremist groups. 

Mud Island in Port Philip Bay has been constantly 
visited by Ornothologists, they have noticed that 
the Silver Gulls have taken over and the vegetation 
has changed as a result of this, Conservatively , 
there is an estimated 100,000 Gulls nesting there 
with the the Caspian and Crested Terns. Waders use~ 
it frequently. The B.O.C. and Geelong F.N.C. 
suggested that the Fisheries and Wildlife Department 


should reduce the Gull population to protect the 
Storm Petrel species. 


The Gulls started nesting on the Telana in 1958 
the terns in 1966. ae 


Do the Terns use the Guils a® protectors? In 
@ number of other places this has happened. 


Surface gravel extraction and Wildfire are two 
other areas requiring study and control. 

At Laverton North the Native Grassland is of 
concern as the habitat for the Diurus Orchid, 
which was once growing through the Sunshine and 
Tottenham areas. 

Duck shooting and the associated killing of other 
protected species is an ongoing problem. 

The decrease in Wetland areas affects many species 


including the little White Shrimp ,or Ghost Shrimp, 
which lives in the damp of dams, ponds and marshes. 

Near Queenscliff there is Swan Island, one ofthe 
principal wintering places for the Orange Bellied 
Parrots. Near by is Sand Island formed by the 
dumping of sand dredged from the channels. It has 
now become extremely important for wading birds 
during migration and Orange Bellied Barrots go 
there for safety. Queenscliff Council is j 
unfortunately trying to turn this Island into a 
recreational facility. 

Victoria has 3,000 Vascular Plants listed and 500 
are classed as endangered species. Of the Animals 
the proportion is much higher. There are however 
remants of riverside and roadside corridors which 
are most important; the Shortnosed Bandicoot is 
one that uses these to move from one Bushland area 
to the next. Red Necked Wallabies and Potoroos are 
others and we should care for these corridors of 
bush, including fire protection. 

The You Yangs and the spread of Boneseed has been 
another issue, endangering a relatively rare orchid 
PTEROSTYLIS truncata and other plants. Spraying, 
probably the only way to control the weed,is causing 
some concern, 

In a wide range of issues for concern are eroding 
Gullies,Feral Goats, and the hunting of Kangaroos. 

Even though there are National Parks declared, is 
enough being done for protection of all species? 

Conservation is a cause in which we can all be 
active. 

For better or worse it is frqught with all sorts 
of frustrathons, is very time consuming, but it 
can be exciting and very Satisfying. 
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L.F. 
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